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_The South Lake Historical Society
is a non-profit organization with a
501(c)(3) tax status. We are mem-
bers of the following:

* Florida State Historical
Society

* National Historic Preservation
Society

¢ South Lake Chamber of
Commerce

e Clermont Downtown
Partnership

The Fern Howse ~ Otrea 1900

Outside Brochure (Fall 2009)




The moving of the Townsend House was accom-
plished as a result of many people working
together - and the generosity of Micki Blackburn.

The house was moved to the Historic Village site
in 2002 and has been restored. It is being used as
a museum to display artifacts from the families of
our early settlers.

In addition, the museum will house a collection
of taped video histories from our very own 3 and
4" generation residents.

James and Sallie Townsend were the first black
residents to settle in Clermont in 1887. They
were outstanding citizens with their accomplish-
ments being many. They were leaders in educa-
tion, religion and community health. They
founded the St. Mark A.M.E. Church, which is
still in use today. They also established the first
school for black children.

Sallie Townsend took a midwife-nursing course
and it is estimated she served at the birth of more
than a thousand children, both black and white.
In 1941 she opened a maternity home for black
women.

Sally Benson and Ruth Manning, both in their
late eighties, and the granddaughters of the
Townsends live in Jacksonville.

The Kern House was moved to the Historic
Village site February, 2006. The house and
expense of moving the house were gifts to the
Society from Sandy Carpenter.

In the mid-1880s, Alexander and Eleonora Kern
and their two children, William and Rebecca,
moved from New Jersey to the new settlement of
Clermont, purchased eight vacant lots on
Montrose Street and built a two-story frame
house at 543 Montrose Street, just east of what
later became the downtown area.

Alexander Kern was one of the 31 pioneers who
signed the legal notice of organization of the
Town of Clermont. He built, owned and operated
the first public water system in Clermont by
pumping water from Crystal Lake to a water
tower erected in his back yard. In 1897, he pur-
chased the Wilson General Merchandise Store
located at the SE corner of Montrose and Eighth
Streets and operated it until his death in 1907.

In 1919, Eleonora Cole Kern, widow, sold the
house and eight lots for a price of $5,000.00 but
reserved ownership in the water system which
continued in operation until 1922 when the City
of Clermont erected the first-city owned water
tower at the intersection of DeSoto Street and
Lake Avenue and purchased some of the old Kern
water mains
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Please consider joining gsvith membership or money!




